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Lyndeborough lost one of its treasures 
last month with the passing of Bruce 
Geiger.  From one who was lucky 
enough to be his neighbor, Bruce is so 
much a part of my best memories of our 
time in Lyndeborough.  In fact, he was 
the very first neighbor I met when we 
moved here, and in so many ways was 
the best one, without even trying.  

Bruce and I shared a couple of pas-
sions.  One was for the town of Lyn-
deborough, which he served tirelessly 
for 30 of his more than 40 years as a 
town resident.  He was a role model for 
me in becoming involved in town gov-
ernment and in attempting, in some 
small way, to give back to the town 
that we proudly call home.    

We also shared a love for horses.  As a 
life long equestrian, I knew a heck of a 
lot about horses when I got here and 
had already owned and cared for 
many of them in my life.  But as all horse 
people know, there is always more to 
learn and I learned plenty more from 
Bruce.  He was one of those people 
who made horses and people alike feel 
safe and cared for when he was 

Memories of  Bruce Geiger                          By Tracey Turner 

The History of Lyndeborough, 1736-1905 
ended the chapter on libraries with the 
following paragraph:  “We hope, not 
vainly, I trust, that some worthy child of 
Lyndeborough, blessed with abundant 
means, will yet build for himself monu-
mentum acre perennius, a monument 
more lasting than bronze, in the form of 
a convenient library building and thus 
confer an enduring benefit upon future 
sons of his beloved native town.” 

  J.A. Tarbell, who was not born in Lyn-
deborough and spent most of his mar-
ried life in Hancock, answered that re-
quest with money to build the current 
building.  Townspeople helped by do-
nating money, time and equipment to 
finish the job.  In 1910 the average 
wage for those working on roads was 
$1.75 per day or $4.00 if they supplied 
their own team.  Teachers received 
$7.00 to $8.00 a week.  The library ap-

(Continued on page 7) 

thank him for the hours of fun and en-
joyment he helped to make possible.   

Anyone who knew Bruce knew of his 
love of the outdoors.  I had the good 
fortune to spend some time with Bruce 
in the woods when my name was 
pulled for the moose lottery some 
years back.  Bruce volunteered to help 
me scout.  We spent hours tromping 
around in the woods looking for 
“sign”….and we found it too!  I learned 
so much about moose that fall, but 
also about a lot of other animals too - 
their habits and habitats and how to 
read the woods like a book.  The natu-
ral world was so much a part of Bruce 
and he was one with it in a way that 
fewer and fewer people are today.   

Bruce Geiger was indeed a treasure 
and I will miss him terribly.  Alas, one 
never quite knows how much a part of 
your life a person has become until 
they are gone. However, I know that 
the joy I feel, from being lucky enough 
to have experienced and enjoyed 
Bruce’s inner spirit and quiet generosity 
over the last 15 years, will be with me 
forever.     

Building a Library                            By Ellen Pomer 

Bruce Geiger, 2007 
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around.  Because of his gift and his will-
ingness to share his knowledge, we 
spent nearly every Sunday for about 
two years training my mare to pull a 
carriage – I credit him totally for making 
her the reliable and steady driving 
horse she is today.  I think of him every 
time I get up on the driver’s box and 



 

 

sandwich and hot cup of coffee or 
cold drink to the fire fighters on the fire 
ground.  They sponsor many of the an-
nual social events in town such as 
Santa on the Common, the Easter Egg 
Hunt and Apple Festival and most re-
cently the Lyndeborough Community 
picnic. 
For many years, Fran was one of the 
first to arrive at the station or the fire 
scene with drinks and sandwiches for 
the firefighters, in the middle of the 
night or afternoon.  She served as the 
Auxiliary’s Treasurer for many years.  
And both she and Ron were responsi-
ble for making sure that the lights on 
the Tree Common shone brightly every 
Christmas season. 
After dinner, the Fire Department pre-
sented Ron with a bronze eagle en-
graved with his name and years of 
service, and the Auxiliary presented 
Fran with a framed copy of the Fire 
Department Auxiliary Charter.  In addi-
tion to members of the Fire Depart-
ment and Auxiliary, the Selectmen 
were in attendance for the presenta-
tions and offered their congratulations 
on behalf of the entire town. 
Volunteering in Lyndeborough is just 
another reason that our small town is 
special.  Our community is fortunate to 
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On Friday, October 26, 
the Lyndeborough Fire 
Department and the 
Lyndeborough Fire De-
partment  Auxi l iary 
hosted a retirement din-
ner for Ron and Fran 

Taylor at Citizens’ Hall. 
After thirty-two years of dedicated ser-
vice as a volunteer fire fighter here in 
Lyndeborough, Ron hung up his hat, 
coat and boots, and Ron’s wife Fran 
put aside her Auxiliary vest in order that 
both may pursue other activities. 
Ron and Fran Taylor are two special 
people who realized they could make 
a difference and have gone the extra 
mile(s) when contributing to this com-
munity. 
Ron joined the Fire Department in 1975 
when: 

• Ed Abbot was Fire Chief 

• George Ayers was Police Chief 

• Warren (Shiner) Murdough was 
Road Agent 

• The annual Fire Department 
budget was $4,000 
 

Although Ron was one of the quiet 
ones around the station, he took fire-
fighting quite seriously.  In 1983 he 
completed his Firefighter I Training and 
over the years went on to earn his Fire-
fighter II, and Career Level Certifica-
tions as well as his First Responder 
Medical Training.  Ron also was a 
member of, and served as Treasurer for 
the Lyndeborough Firefighters Associa-
tion for many years.  His quiet, consis-
tent contributions around the station 
and on the fire ground will be missed. 
Fran Taylor is a founder of the current 
Lyndeborough Fire Department Auxil-
iary.  This organization does far more 
than provide a much appreciated 

be served by volunteers on the Fire 
Department, Fire Department Auxiliary, 
Board of Selectmen, School Boards, 
and many other public boards and 
committees.  Ron’s and Fran’s contri-
butions to our town will be long re-
membered and will hopefully serve as 
an inspiration for others to follow. 

Lyndeborough’s Fire Department and Auxiliary  
Say Thank You To the Taylors                                       By Fire Chief, Rick McQuade 

"We now stand like a plucked goose, picked of our most valuable part, yet alive and not discouraged, performing our 
part in the great family of towns..." The town of Lyndeborough is much smaller now than when originally founded:  In 
1749, about 1/4 of the town was split to help form Wilton.  In 1791, the northwest part was added to Greenfield and in 
1753 more was added to Francestown.  In 1796 a portion was annexed to Temple.  In  1853 the town divided to annex a 
portion to Mont Vernon, and in1873 a small piece annexed to Milford. 
credit to History of Hillsborough County, New Hampshire, 1885. 

Ron & Fran Taylor cutting their cake. 
Photos by Nadine Preftakes 

Lyndeborough’s Selectmen and Chief McQuade present award to Ron Taylor, 
accompanied by his wife Fran. 



 

 

of the other 4-Hers.  When our show 
classes were finished, we had seminars 
on proper use of grooming tools, cuts 
of beef, parts of a cow and different 
breeds and their standards.  We 
learned a lot of useful information. 

Monday was our last day and the end 
of the 4-H beef program was the beef 
auction.  Many of the 4-Hers were sad 

because they sold the steers that they 
had spent so much time taking care of 
and training.  Stephanie and I felt lucky 
we had heifers that were breeding 
stock.  When the auction was over we 
helped clean up the barn and got 
ready to leave.  That night we got a 
late start and stopped for dinner at 
Friendly’s on the way.  We arrived in 
Lyndeborough about 1:00 AM.  It was 
a great experience and one that we 
hope to participate in next year. 

Stephanie is the daughter of Arnie 
Byam of Lyndeborough and Deb Byam 
of Wilton and is a senior at the Co-op.  
Natalie Herfurth is the daughter of 
Karen Grybko and Richard Herfurth 
and is a freshman at the Co-op. 
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The 4-H Beef Program at The Big E                   by Natalie Herfurth   
Stephanie Byam and I were lucky 
enough to be chosen to represent the 
State of New Hampshire as members 
of the 4-H Beef Team at the Eastern 
States Exposition in West Springfield, 
Massachusetts (The Big E) for the 2007 
season.  There were eleven of us from 
New Hampshire.  Stephanie and I were 
the only two team members from Hills-
borough County.  Most of the remain-
der of the team was from Cheshire 
County.  There were 31 4-Hers in total 
from New England and Duchess 
County, New York. 

We left the house around 7:00 AM, on 
Friday September 21, and headed for 
Massachusetts.  Stephanie and I rode 
in a truck with all of our cow supplies 
including a blow dryer, combs to 
groom the cows, extra leads, all our 
wash supplies and feed.  The truck 
towed a stock trailer with our Hereford 
heifers named Izzy and Cassie.  My 
mom drove another car which trav-
eled directly behind us and towed a 
camper containing our personal be-
longings.  Our mini-caravan stopped 
on the way for breakfast and to check 
the cows in the trailer.  When we ar-
rived in West Springfield we were stuck 
in traffic for 45 minutes.  We got to the 
fair a little later than expected, but we 
made it around noon.   

Upon arrival at the fair, we unloaded 
the cows and registered them.  The 
judges made sure the cows had their 
proper ID’s and paperwork and the 
BigE's veterinarians checked them to 
make sure that the animals were 
healthy and did not have contagious 
diseases.  After completion of the re-
quired formalities we got down to busi-
ness and gave our cows baths. 

As competing 4-Hers at the Big E, we 
were not allowed to stay in a private 

camper, we were required to stay in 
the 4-H dorms located on the fair-
grounds.  We went to bed around 
10:00 PM and our first show was at 
10:00 AM the next morning.  We usually 
planned to wake around 6:00 AM.  
Additionally, the 4-H program supplied 
us with three meals a day for the 
length of our stay.  Often the New 
Hampshire team ate meals as a group 
in an area of the 
barn next to where 
their cows were kept. 

Since the members 
of the New Hamp-
shire 4-H stayed in 
the dorm together, 
ate together, and 
our cows were 
housed together, 
Stephanie and I 
were able to get to 
know the other kids 
relatively quickly.  
We shared supplies, 
shared stories, and as-
sisted each other as needed. 

Saturday morning we went to the barn 
early and fed and groomed our cows 
until the show.  Our first show was the 
Breed Class.  Breed Class judges how 
well your cow measures up to the 
breed standard.  Stephanie and I were 
in the same class and we came in 4th 

and 5th respectively.  The next day, 
Sunday, was my 14th birthday, and our 
show was the Fit & Show class.  This 
class judges how well you have 
groomed and fed your cow so that it 
would be in peak physical condition 
for the show, and also your showman-
ship skills.  Stephanie and I did not do 
as well as we would have liked, but 
since this was our first year showing our 
cows we did not have the experience 

Alterations & More 
Doll clothes, Clothes, Drapery 

Sarah Theriault 
Seamstress 

1526 Center Road 
Lyndeborough, NH 03082 

603-654-7610 
Merna@tds.net 

Stephanie Byam and Natalie Herfurth at the Big E  



 

 

December 2nd Dinner to Benefit the Center Hall Kitchen 
Renovation                                                                                                                      By Karen Grybko 
  
Plans are being made to renovate Lyndeborough's Historic Center Hall kitchen at no 
additional cost to taxpayers. On Sunday, December 2nd a dinner will be held at Cen-
ter Hall on Center Road and the proceeds will benefit the kitchen renovations at the 
Hall.   Dinner will be served from 4-6:30 pm.  The evening's menu is baked ham and 
homemade beans with all the fixings, beverage and homemade desserts.  The price 
is $8 for adults, $5 for children 5-12, and children under 5 years old are free. In addition 
to friends and neighbors a special guest will be at the dinner. After Santa leaves the 
village, and before he heads home to the North Pole, he will join us for ham and 
beans at Center Hall. Please call Karen Grybko 654-5362, if you would like to contrib-
ute a side dish or a dessert for the dinner. 
  
The renovations to the kitchen will feature a new floor (donated by Cardoza Flooring 
of Milford), stove, refrigerator, microwave oven, sink and countertops. Since the appli-
ances currently in the Hall's kitchen do not work properly and the sink does 
not accommodate filling a coffee pot, the planned renovation will make the kitchen 
more functional and easier for groups to use.  
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The Wilton-Lyndeborough Women's Club was very busy 
these last few months.   Although we are a relatively small 
group of women, we are involved in many activities in our 
area.  Some activities benefit an individual town, but often 
we are involved in projects that serve both towns.   As with 
the saying, "Many hands make light work,” the 
Women's Club often joins forces with other organizations to 
work toward a common goal.  Joining forces with other 
groups allow the club to participate in more activities, thus 
benefiting the most people in our area.  There have been 
many recent activities where the Women's Club has been 
involved and more are quickly approaching. 

The Open Cupboard Pantry has been preparing and serving 
meals to local senior citizens at Sacred Heart Church in Wil-
ton one Friday evening each month.   This monthly event 
began approximately six months ago and is a huge success.  
The Women's Club donated spaghetti, sauce, and meatballs 
to the OCP for one of the Friday meals and a good time 
was had by all. 

Lyndeborough's Fire Department and Auxiliary co-hosted a 
retirement party for Ron and Fran Taylor.  The Wilton-
Lyndeborough Club members were there setting up tables 
and chairs, planning and preparing meals, serving the food, 
and providing music for the evening. 

The J. A. Tarbell Library held the annual Christmas Wreath 
sale the Saturday after Thanksgiving.  Club members helped 
library volunteers gather needed supplies, pick up the 
wreaths, t ie bows, and sel l  the wreaths. 
Each year shortly before Christmas, the Second Congrega-
tional Church in Wilton sponsors the Christmas Store.  This 
year the Women's Club plans to donate 75 Mother's Bags to 
t h e  s t o r e .   E a c h  b a g  w i l l  h a v e   
many items such as soap, toothpaste, toothbrush, emery 
board, candle, novel, nail polish, etc.  The contents of the 

bags are donated by the club members, who bring vari-
ous items for the bags to the monthly meetings year 
round.  The club is dedicated to providing these bags 
annually in the hope of brightening the Christmas for 
mothers in both towns. 

Also, in the spirit of the season, the Wilton-Lyndeborough 
Women's Club will provide both a local family and a sen-
ior citizen with Christmas gifts.  The gifts are items on the 
recipients’ "Wish List" and can be anything from clothing 
to toys for a young family in need to postage stamps and 
grocery store gift certificates for the elderly.  In any case, 
the presents are meant to bring cheer to someone's holi-
day season. 

Lyndeborough's Historic Center Hall on Center Road is in 
the process of a kitchen renovation.  Club members are 
on the Kitchen Renovation Committee and will be serv-
ing ham and beans at the fund raising dinner, planned 
for Sunday, December 2, from 4 to 6:30 PM.  The special 
guest at the dinner will be Santa Claus.  After Santa ar-
rives across from the Village Store, he will stop at Center 
Hall for ham and beans, before heading back to the 
North Pole.  Join the fun and help the renovation effort! 
When Santa arrives in Wilton during the evening of the 
Stroll, December 8, the Women's Club will be selling re-
freshments to participants.  The money gained will help 
with the club's many community based activities which 
includes scholarships for the Class of 2008. 
The Wilton-Lyndeborough Women's Club welcomes new 
members to our club.  If you like helping others in the 
community, we may be the group for you. Come to a 
meeting and try us out!  The club meets once per month 
usually on the third Monday of the month at Sacred 
Heart Church in Wilton.  Please contact Ellen Pomer (654-
5420) for details. 

Wilton-Lyndeborough Women’s Club Update 
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Join the Christmas Party!!! 
 

The Lafayette Artil-
lery will be holding 

their annual  
Christmas Party at  
Citizens’ Hall on  

December 1, 2007, 
from 7 to 10.   

Santa will be there 
to hear wishes and 

dreams.  Please 
bring cookies for a 

cookie swap and fin-
ger foods to share. 

Apple Festival 
 

The Lyndeborough Fire Department Auxiliary hosted their annual Apple Festi-
val on October 14, at the Town Hall.  This year, besides apple pies, crisps and 
dumplings for our pleasure, there was also live animal entertainment in the 
form of a petting zoo generously provided by Karen Grybko and her two 
daughters, Natalie and Annie Herfurth.  The Fire Department was on hand to 
display their new off road vehicle and, of course, allow the children, young 
and old, to climb all over the fire trucks. 

The Auxiliary would like to thank the many 
people who generously donated both their 
time and expert baking skills to provide tasty 
treats.  We also wish to thank Pam Holt for 
donating some delicious apples.  We would 
not have been successful in our fundraising 
endeavors without the generosity and sup-
port of the townspeople  

 

Top Left:  Annie Herfurth and her Donkey 
 
Left:   Jane and Ryan Dekubelis 

Photos by Nadine Preftakes 



 

 

was soon recruited to help maintain 
the racecars.  In the process of working 
at the track, he was able to get to 
know the people on the ambulance 
and rescue crews and decided he 
would like to be a part of the team.  
He spoke to Dick Gerard who was the 
owner of the Golden Cross Ambulance 
Service and Dick told Sean to take a 
Level One fire class.  Sean said he had, 
but for some reason, the paper work 
was lost and he had to re-take the 
course.  Sean said that he actually 
gained more skills and knowledge the 
second time around, completing the 
course in April 1993, and continuing on 
to complete the Level Two course in 
January 1995. 

His passion for the racetrack kept him 
involved in more races and whenever 
there was an incident involving an ac-
cident or a fire, he would use his train-
ing to assist the drivers.  He considered 
his work a hobby and did it for the love 
of stock car racing.  Sean worked 
every Saturday night and one week-
day night every month with the crew 
helping with EMS.  Sean soon realized 
he needed and wanted more training 
and thus decided to pursue an EMT 
c o u r s e  t h r o u g h  t h e  Wi l t o n -
Lyndeborough-Temple Ambulance 
Association. 
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In 1995, his son, Kyle, was born.  That 
April when Kyle was just seven weeks 
old, he, Sean and Brenda moved to 
Lyndeborough from Milford.  In 1996, 
Sean joined the Lyndeborough Fire 
Department and in 1997, after com-
pleting one hundred and twenty hours 
of training, he received his EMT certifi-
cation and became a member of the 
WLT Ambulance Association. 

With a smile, Sean recalled two early 
fire department experiences.  “One 
day we were toned out for a service 
call and we were to meet at the sta-
tion for further instructions.  When we 
got to the station, the directions were 
to go to Tack Three, which is a non- 
recorded fire ground channel.  This 
meant that the department members 
would be able to talk to each other 
without dispatch or the public being 
able to listen in.  The department uses 
this when they do not want the nature 
of the call to be broadcast over 
‘scanner land’.  It was stated that 
there was an iguana up a tree and we 
were going to need our tallest ladder.  
The location was a shed on Route 31.  
We love animals and so we were go-
ing to do everything in our power to 
rescue this iguana.  But we could not 
risk endangering anyone and if it did-
n’t feel right, we weren’t going to do 
it.” 

 “We had a long ladder, but it was ten 
feet too short, as all ladders are always 
too short.  The shed was next to a tree 
and the roof of the shed was covered 
with leaves and pine needles, which 
had to be cleaned off before setting 
up the ladder.  I climbed up the ladder 
and had to fight the dead branches 
on the way up.  Two guys were holding 
the ladder at the base, but because I 
was up so high, the ladder would 
bounce up and down while I was at 
the top.  After all, it was 45 feet high.  
The poor iguana was cold and scared 
and I did not think it would bite.  Thank 
goodness that before I climbed up the 
ladder, I had taken a fishing net that 
Rick McQuade, the chief, had given to 
me and I put that in the back pocket 
of my bunker gear.  It was what I used 
to scoop the iguana from the tree.” 

Sean said that he cautiously worked his 
way down the ladder holding on to 
the captured iguana despite the tan-
gled branches and sporadic white 

(Continued on page 13) 

When I asked Sean if he would allow 
me to interview him for the Views, he 
told me he would have to think about 
it.  A month and a half went by before 
he approached me during the Com-
munity Barbecue and said, “Yes.”  I 
looked at him with a blank stare and 
replied, “Yes, what?” 

Needless to say, I was delighted that 
he agreed to allow me to share with 
Views readers a few things about his 
life, his thoughts on living in Lyndebor-
ough and being a volunteer on the 
Lyndeborough Fire Department. 

It was difficult to write about Sean with-
out talking about the Fire Department 
as the two are very much intertwined.  
Facts about Sean’s life were quickly 
told to me and somewhat glossed over 
so that we could talk at length about 
his experiences on the department.  I 
suppose that when you are a member 
of such a close-knit, community -based 
organization as the Fire Department, it 
becomes a large part of your life and 
helps define you as a person. 

Sean was born in 1963 in Great Barring-
ton, Massachusetts.  Both he and his 
one- year- old sister were given up for 
adoption shortly afterwards.  He lived 
nine years in a foster home before be-
ing adopted by a family in Turners Falls, 
Massachusetts who had one son, John.  
His sister, Dawn, happened to be 
adopted by a different family that 
lived just twenty miles away.  The two 
families kept in close contact with 
each other so that brother and sister 
were able to be a part of each other’s 
lives. 

Sean was always fascinated with be-
ing a fire fighter and when he was 
eighteen years old he spent sixty hours 
taking a Level One fire- training course, 
which involved learning the basics of 
fire and rescue training.  At the time, 
Sean wanted to join a fire department, 
but due to the combination of his busy 
work schedule as an auto mechanic 
and his even busier social life, he did 
not actively pursue it. 

In1985 Sean and Brenda (La Roche) 
were married.  One of the many activi-
ties that they particularly loved doing 
together was going to the Twin State 
Speedway in Claremont, NH.  Since 
Sean was an auto mechanic by trade 
and spent so much of his time at the 
racetrack, it naturally followed, that he 

Know Your Neighbor;  Sean Magoon          Story and Photo by Nadine Preftakes 

Sean Magoon at the Lyndeborough Fire 
Station 
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propriation for the year was $125.00.  That year the librarian 
bought 118 books from Little Brown and Co. for $47.61.  I 
have been unable to find the amount given by Mr. Tarbell.  
However whatever amount the average Lyndeborough 
family gave must have been a drain on 
its finances. 

In 1911 Lyndeborough held a program in 
Citizens Hall to a capacity audience for 
a grand dedication of the town’s first 
library building.  Just prior to this the li-
brary was located in a room over Tar-
bell’s store, now the Village Store.  By 
1911 standards, the new building was 
more than adequate.  There were 
enough stacks for all the books, fewer 
than 2,000.  There was a reading room 
with a working fireplace and a donated 
table and chairs.  Plenty of room re-
mained for the librarian’s desk. 

Almost 100 years have passed since the 
building first opened.  The reading room 
is now the children’s room with books, 
videos and equipment covering the fireplace and part of 
two windows.  Bookcases have been added, monthly 
magazines line up on a rack by the librarian’s desk, paper-
back books and videos take up space in the children’s 
room.  There is a computer for patrons’ use, although one 
must stand to use it for there is no room for a chair.  There is 
now a toilet in the basement reached through a trap door 
in the stacks and a crude wooden stairway.  There is no 
space for the librarian to work except at her crowded desk.  
Her computer is in front of a window.  In other words the 
spacious library of 1911 is an inadequate building now. 

The population of the town now is about 1,700.  We need 
an up-to-date library building large enough for our in-

Building a Library…. (Continued from page 1) 
creased population and for a modern library’s offerings.  
We need a children’s room large enough to have story 
hours for the young children.  We need to have our reading 
room back.  We need lots more stack room.  We need an 
easily accessible toilet. We need to give our librarian room 
to work. 

We have the plans for 
an addition to the cur-
rent library that will an-
swer our needs.  The 
plans and a model of 
the building are avail-
able to look at in the 
library.  Work on the 
addition should start in 
the spring.  The total 
cost is estimated to be 
$500,000.  The Capital 
Reserve Fund has 
$235,000 available.  
John Morison has 
promised $50,000 for 
the building and an 
extra $20,000 for the 

children’s room given in memory of Olive Bullard and his 
wife Olga Morison.  A former summer resident gave $10,000 
a year ago and in her will left an additional $25,000.  New 
residents to town have offered a matching fund for all the 
money collected after September giving one dollar for 
every four dollars donated.  Many other residents have 
joined in, giving what they could afford.  I am asking the 
rest of you to put the Library Building Fund on your Christ-
mas gift list.  I have. 

Please make your check out to the J. A. Tarbell Library 
Building Fund - you can leave it at the library or send it to: 

Sally Curran, 954 Mountain Road, Lyndeborough, NH 03082 

WLC Update                                               by Tim Brock 
The first quarter of school is over and the school year is in full swing.  Freshmen have adapted to high school, and students 
throughout the school have become accustomed to their new classes. 

One of WLC’s major events is Spirit Week, which took place during the week of November 5 - 9.  The goal of Spirit Week is 
to be the class with the most total points earned at the end of the week.  These points are earned by dressing each day in 
accordance with the assigned themes or colors of an individual class as well as a couple school round themes.  Addition-
ally, points may be earned by winning the games held in the gym.  Traditionally the victor of spirit week is the senior class, 
because they usually organize Spirit Week and therefore have a distinct advantage.  Some students consider the advan-
tage cheating.  This year, there was a major upset when the 8th grade pulled out the win for Spirit Week.  I believe the 8th 
grade class embarrassed the current senior class to no end.  The Juniors, however, have noted this and are more then will-
ing to make sure nothing of this sort shall occur again next year. 

Recently, the junior class visited New York City.  The trip took place November 16th and 17th and was a real life experience 
in American culture.  The juniors climbed the Empire State Building, toured the United Nations, learned about immigration 
at Ellis Island, and visited Ground Zero for a bitter reminder of the losses of 9/11.  The class also stopped to see many other 
famous sights throughout New York City.  This was a valuable trip and it demonstrated the importance of learning beyond 
the confines of the classroom. 

So far it has been an interesting year at WLC, and it seems to be shaping up as a good one. 
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School
School Started August 29th 
 
Left:  First grader Annabelle Koutroubas and first grade 
teacher Julie Lemire 
Below:  Fourth graders Dean Labrie, Dalton Courte-
marche, Shane Moynihan and Jeremy Koutroubas 
pledge allegiance to the flag 

Both the Police and the Fire Departments made visits to t
tral School in October. Officer Mike Soucy came to talk to 
dren about Halloween Safety.  He passed out fruit snacks
minded the children to check each package to make su
unopened.  He also instructed the children to wear ma
they could see out of and wear reflective and bright clo
that motorists would be able to see them. 
 
Firefighters Sherry and Jim Whitmore, Bill Ferra, Devin McEnt
Emily Crosby visited the school and taught the children th
of fire prevention.  They learned how to dial 911 in an eme
to “Stop, Drop and Roll,” and to stay low when exiting a
building.  They all were given a tour of the equipment on b
fire and rescue trucks.  The sixth grade donned the fire g
put out a small fire with a fire extinguisher. 

Above top left:  Abigail LeBlanc and Sam Franklin in first grade pass the fire hat. 
Photo by first grade teacher Julie Lemire 
Left:  Caio Cassarino, 3rd Grade 
Above:  Connor Melrose shows off a reflective police coat 
Photos by Nadine Preftakes 

Lyndeborough Police and Fire Depa
Visit LCS in October 



 

 

alloween Parade at LCS - October 31 
deborough Central School children made parents and friends smile as 
 paraded through the village in their Halloween costumes on October 31.  

cer Bob Dolinak directed traffic and provided a police escort to ensure 
children’s safety. 

ht: Sixth Grader Kyle Hagem is All Eyes this Halloween 
ow:  First Graders show off their Halloween Spirit and Creativity! 
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artments LCS Enjoys 
 Thanksgiving 

Doug Irvine came to LCS for an assembly on drums in 
many cultures on Nov. 16 - he had all the children drum-
ming to a musical beat for the Thanksgiving Assembly 
 
Right:  First grader Spencer Oster  
Below Left: Carrie Broderick peels potatoes for the feast 

Below: First grader Lexi Balam and 
her 6th grade buddy Margaret Weigle 
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The Lyndeborough Fire Department Auxiliary 
will once again welcome Santa on the Town 
Common on Sunday, December 2, 2007, from 1 to 
4.  Santa will make his usual extravagant appear-
ance for the children of Lyndeborough, when he 
arrives by fire truck to greet everyone and pass 
out treats to all the children.  Bo Leavitt will be 
the celebrity to pull the switch and light the 
Christmas tree. 
 
And save your appetite for the ham and bean sup-
per after the tree lighting.  The dinner is a fund 
raiser for the Kitchen Renovation Fund at Center 
Hall from 4 to 6:30.  Santa will also be stopping in 
to eat before he heads back to the North Pole.  
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WEDDINGS 
Town Administrator Neal 
Cass and his bride Lexy 
Heatley at their wedding 
on August 25th. 
Photo by Kate Pretakes 

Farewell Good Friend                            By Rick Roy 
 
This past October Bill Stephenson, a good friend and mentor to me and our community, passed away quietly at his 
home.  Bill, from the pantheon of “The Greatest Generation”, was part of the energy that forged American communi-
ties like Lyndeborough of which we are so fortunate to be a part. 
 
Bill, by serendipity or purpose, met some of the greatest celebrities of the twentieth century:  George Marshall, Secre-
tary of War WWII, Admiral Bill Halsey, Commander 3rd fleet Pacific WWII, Alan Shepard, the first American in space, 
Maurice Udall, Secretary of the Interior during the Kennedy Administration, President Lyndon Johnson, the royal family 
of Saudi Arabia and the FBI Agent, Melvin Purvis, accredited with bringing John Dillinger, bank robber, down to name a 
few.  To say the least, Bill was rich with stories of these and other encounters, sparking your eagerness to hear more.  He 
once told me he had stories he had not even made up yet! 
 
The grandson of a Confederate soldier held prisoner of war, Bill grew up in Arizona where his family had settled with a 
federal homestead land grant to become farmers.  With hard work and a tenacious will not to yield to adversity, he 
survived the Great Depression, graduated from Annapolis Academy and served with honor on a Fletcher Class De-
stroyer in the Pacific during WWII, ultimately retiring form the Navy as a commander.  He then went on to become a 
highly respected and emulated civil engineer.  When I asked Bill how his generation managed to accomplish so much 
with the privations of his time, he poignantly stated, “We had nowhere else to go but up.” 
 
Bill gave much of his time and leadership to our community.  He was on numerous committees including the Board of 
Selectmen, serviing with his friend Ralph Dwire, another citizen who has contributed unselfishly to the welfare of Lyn-
deborough.  Bill tutored students in math and science and assisted town officials in technical and legal matters with 
alacrity.  He, along with his wife Shirley and their three children, loved being a part of our town. 
 
My experience with Bill has been profound.  I will suggest to others to hunt for the Bill Stephensons of the world.  They 
are obscure, not in the limelight, often where you least expect. If you want to find such a person, look for humility, hon-
esty, integrity and courage.  Oh yes, and if you see someone driving down a country road in a 1946 rusted Farmall trac-
tor with their hat dipped a bit to the right and smoking a pipe, you might stop and ask directions to the path of a re-
markable life. 

Library Happenings 
By Bob Rogers 
 
Plans for the library addition are moving ahead.  Ear-
lier this fall, the highway department and cemetery 
workers removed most of the trees and brush behind 
the building, and professionals were called in to take 
down several large, dead ash trees.  Drainage plans 
have been submitted to the State and await approval. 
 
The Trustees were recently informed of a generous 
bequest from the estate of the late Dorothy Swartz; 
other potential benefactors have been contacted for 
pledges.  By spring there will be a town-wide appeal 
to raise the balance necessary to begin construction.  
Last summer’s silent auction netted over $2,700, and 
the library is currently selling Christmas wreaths, which should contribute more to 
the building fund. 
 
The J.A. Tarbell Library Trustees are grateful for the steadfast support of the towns-
people over many years. In due time, Lyndeborough will have a library that is wor-
thy and functional, and you can all be proud that you played a part in its making. 



 

 

Planning Board 
Announcement 
  
By Tracy Turner 
 
 
The Lyndeborough Planning 
Board will begin a year-long review of 
the Town's Master Plan.  This review 
will culminate in a formal town plan-
ning process during which all citizens 
can take part in making recommen-
dations for changes to our current 
plan.  The initial reviews will be con-
ducted during the Planning Board's 
Work Session meetings which are held 
on the first Thursday of each month. 
 The public is invited to attend the 
Work Sessions and to participate in 
the discussions leading up to the for-
mal planning meeting.   
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The Views asks our readers to contribute short mini-stories, or descriptions of events, that illustrate small acts of 
kindness.  These stories should describe a time when you were the recipient, the giver, or a witness to these 
wonderful small town acts of kindness, and you would like to share with Views readers.  All contributions may 
remain anonymous, if you choose.  Please forward your “Come-A-Callin’” stories to Nadine Preftakes at 
npreftakes@tds.net.  Here are more of these remembrances from a Lyndeborough Resident. 

Come A- Callin’ 
 
Small-town life brings out the best in human nature, and that’s especially evident in Lyndeborough. 
 
Many of us in Lyndeborough have animals:  Cats, dogs, goats, horses, rabbits and such, and they all re-
quire food, water and love on a regular basis.  If you’re going away for a week or even just overnight, they 
need care.  In Lyndeborough there’s no shortage of good neighbors who will provide it.  
 
If you slide off the road in winter or are stuck in a mud hole in spring, there’s always someone nearby with a 
tractor or 4WD who will pull you out, and he’ll never call you a “damn fool” – which, of course, you were.  
Every neighborhood has a mechanic who will give you a jumpstart or help change a tire, someone with a 
chainsaw who will remove a fallen limb, or a cook who will reveal a secret chicken recipe when your in-laws 
are coming to visit.  

Walter Holland was surprised by family 
and friends at Citizens’ Hall on October 
28, to celebrate his 60th birthday.  The 
party was planned and orchestrated by 
his wife Karen and sister in law Kim. 
 

Above Photo: John (Walter’s son), Karen and Wal-
ter Holland. 
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lights that looked suspiciously like a camera’s flash.  “When 
I got on the ground I realized that Mickey Leavitt was tak-
ing photos of the whole fiasco.  Unfortunately, the photos 
did not turn out as it was 
too dark and I was up too 
high, but the good news is 
that the iguana was res-
cued and the owner was 
extremely grateful.  If we 
can help, we will because 
that is what we do.”  I 
laughed as I thought to 
myself that it just did not 
matter what or who 
needed rescuing, rescu-
ing is what they would 
get. 

The second story involved 
a day that the depart-
ment was toned out for a 
motor vehicle accident.  It 
happened to be one of 
the first calls for Sean, 
soon after he joined the 
department.  He arrived 
at the station to find “that 
I was the Lone Ranger 
with no Tonto and so I had 
to decide which truck to 
take to the scene.”  He 
grinned when he recalled 
how he got in one truck, 
only to second guess himself and get out and into another 
truck.  As he was going from truck to truck trying to decide 
which one would be the best choice, Rick called him on 
the radio wondering where he was.  Finally after much 
indecision, and a lot of ‘truck hopping,’ he decided to 
drive Engine 5.  It turned out to be the best choice, but he 
said that the chief asked him when he had arrived at the 
scene if he had driven all the way via New York.  “I sup-
pose the chief had not factored in that when you are new 
to the department and the only one at the station, it takes 
time to make to make up your mind.” 

Sean said that he chose these two incidents to talk about 
because they were humorous.  Of course all of us in the 
community realize that there are many more calls that the 
fire department responds to that are not so humorous.  
“But, no matter whether the situation is a fire, a motor vehi-
cle accident or a medical call, we on the fire department 
always respond with a willingness to help in any way with 
great integrity and compassion.  We work hard at taking a 
chaotic and sometimes painful situation and turning it into 
a controlled scene.” 

The Fire Department, Sean feels, is a wonderful eclectic 
group of people who share the same values and commit-
ment to service as he does.  “The Department recognizes 
each person’s unique talents and strengths and tries to use 
those talents to the advantage of everyone.  When you 

Sean Magoon….(Continued from page 6) 
are part of a crew that is working in dangerous and stressful 
situations, you have to trust each other.  You cannot afford 
to bring personal issues into a call.” 

One of the hardest parts about being in the business of res-
cuing, Sean says, is that when a call comes in and you real-

ize that someone is in distress, you want to be there right 
away.  And to a person who is in need of help, a minute can 
seem like hours.  “It takes time to get to the scene, and even 
though it may only take us what we consider a very good 
response time, it takes time to get to some of the places that 
are farther from the station than others.” 

“Newcomers to town sometimes have the misconception 
that we are a full-time twenty –four hour department and 
we are not.  We are all strictly volunteers and one of our big-
gest challenges is finding the time in our busy schedules for 
both officers and members to take training.  You can never 
learn enough in this business and there should always be 
room for improvement.” 

Sean says he enjoys helping people and will always volun-
teer in some capacity as long as he is able.  He especially 
loves working with kids and his favorite activity is going into 
the schools to teach the children about fire prevention.  He 
says the giving of his time and expertise make him feel ex-
tremely connected to and appreciated by the community. 

At times I felt that, except for Sean’s background, this inter-
view could have been the thoughts and words of everyone 
on the fire department.  I am very grateful to Sean for taking 
the time to share his perceptions and feelings and for being 
involved in such an integral and vital part of our town. 

Sean Magoon and the Lyndeborough Fire Department in front of a training furn on Gulf 
Road this past spring.    
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The Village Store 
654-9341 

Groceries, Beer, Wine, 
Deli and the  

Best  
Sandwiches in Town 

Old Town Barn gets a Face 
Lift 
 

Walter Holland, members and friends of the Lafayette 
Artillery worked extremely hard at scraping and paint-
ing the Town Barn, on October 20, 2007. 
 

Below:  RJ Humphreys up high on a ladder painting 

Above:  Sixth graders Margaret Weigle and “Zero the 
Hero” (alias Hannah Earle) 
 
LCS First Grade Teacher began the tradition 
of “Zero the Hero” where every 10th day  Zero 
comes into the first grade class and gives a 
treat to recognize a child who has done 
something positive to benefit himself or his 
class. 

Primary Season in  
New Hampshire 
 
Ashley Humphreys, 7 from Lyndeborough, attended Presiden-
tial Candidate Hillary Clinton’s speech at Peterborough Town 
Hall on September 26.  After the speech Ashley met the 
woman who could become the first female president of the 
United States. 



 

 

Yummy Christmas Candies From My Mother’s Recipe Box   
 
Last year at this time I shared with you cookie and nut recipes which came from the handwritten recipe 
cards which my Mother gave me over 30 years ago.  This year, I’m sharing with you three candy recipes 
from that collection.  They all make great Christmas gifts for friends and neighbors. 
 

3 Nut Roll 
 

I’ve never come across anything like this one anywhere else.  It is absolutely scrumptious, 
especially if you’re a nut lover. 
 
In a large, heavy saucepan (about 3 or 4 quart), mix: 
3 cups granulated sugar 
1 cup light corn syrup 
2 cups all purpose cream 
2 cups each pecans, walnuts, hazelnuts 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
 
While stirring, bring combined ingredients to a boil over moderate heat.  Once ingredients 

boil, continue cooking, stirring occasionally until candy thermometer reads 238°.  Allow cooked mixture to cool for 3 to 4 minutes, and then stir 
until creamy.  When mixture begins to stiffen pour into well-buttered molds (wax paper or foil cartons lined with buttered foil work well).  Slice into 
¼” thick slices when cold with a sharp knife.   
 
 

Caramels 
 

Several of Mom’s friends came to depend on a batch of these caramels for her Christmas present to them.  Be careful – they are quite addictive 
to anyone with a sweet tooth! 
 
 
In a heavy saucepan mix: 
1 pound light brown sugar 
1 cup light corn syrup 
1 cup Eagle Brand milk 
¼ teaspoon cream of tartar 
½ pound butter 
 
 
 

Vintage Fruit Balls 
 
 
 

6 cups Special K® cereal 
1 cup chopped dates 
1 cup mixed candied fruits 
½ cup shredded coconut 
¾ cup sifted confectioner’s sugar plus additional for outside 
1/3 cup sherry or other dessert wine 
½ teaspoon each of nutmeg, allspice and cinnamon 
¼ cup honey 
 
 
Crush cereal with a rolling pin or a food processor to a coarse crumble; blend all ingredients by hand.  Let stand overnight at room temperature, 
covered.  Form into small balls.  Roll in confectioner’s sugar in a tightly covered container.  Should be allowed to age for a few days and will keep 
well for a long time. 

Kitchen Views           by Emily Morgan 
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Place pan with ingredients over moderate heat and stir constantly.  When bubbles first 
appear begin timing for 17 minutes, stirring constantly. 
 
Pour hot caramel into a well-buttered rectangular glass baking dish (9”x13” or 15”). When 
cold, cut first into inch-wide strips and then into squares.  A good pair of kitchen shears or 
even scissors work best for this, assuming that the caramels did not overcook and become 
too hard.  Wrap each piece in a square of wax paper and twist the ends to close.  Store in a 
covered container. 
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